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Abstract 

This critical review paper examines the laws in India for crimes against women through an 

analytical lens. It provides an overview of the various laws enacted to protect women's rights 

and prevent violence against them, including the Indian Penal Code, the Dowry Prohibition 

Act, and the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act. The paper analyzes the 

effectiveness of these laws in addressing crimes against women, and identifies areas for 

improvement, such as strengthening the legal framework for sexual assault and harassment 

cases. The review also highlights the social and cultural factors that contribute to violence 

against women in India and suggests that legal reforms alone cannot fully address this 

complex issue. Overall, this critical review paper provides a comprehensive analysis of the 

laws for crimes against women in India, and offers insights into potential avenues for further 

progress. The paper emphasizes the need for a holistic approach that addresses both the legal 

and societal factors that contribute to violence against women, and suggests that continued 

research and advocacy are necessary to achieve meaningful change. 

Keywords: India, crimes against women, laws, policies, Indian Penal Code, Protection of 

Women from Domestic Violence Act, effectiveness 

Introduction 

A Critical Review of Laws for Crimes against Women in India: An Analytical Study is a 

highly informative and detailed exploration of the legal framework in India and its 

effectiveness in tackling crimes against women. The issue of crimes against women has been 

a longstanding one in India, with countless cases of sexual harassment, domestic violence, 

and rape going unreported or unpunished. This study provides a comprehensive analysis of 

existing laws, highlighting their strengths and weaknesses and offering suggestions on how to 

improve the Indian legal system to better protect women's rights and ensure justice for 

victims of crime. 
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The paper can be divided into several sections, beginning with an introduction that lays out 

the issue at hand and the scope of the study. It can then proceed to discuss the various laws in 

place in India that are intended to protect women from violence and abuse, including the 

Indian Penal Code, the Dowry Prohibition Act, the Protection of Women from Domestic 

Violence Act, and the Criminal Law Amendment Act. The paper then goes on to analyze the 

effectiveness of these laws, identifying areas where they fall short and suggesting ways in 

which they can be strengthened. The aim of this analytical study is to critically examine the 

existing legal framework in India for crimes against women, and to assess the extent to which 

it provides protection and redressal to women who are victims of such crimes. The study will 

focus on various aspects of the legal framework, including the Penal Code, Evidence Act, and 

the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, among others. 

Throughout the study, the authors draw on a variety of sources, including academic articles, 

government reports, and case law, to support their arguments and present a nuanced picture 

of the state of the legal system in India about crimes against women. They also take care to 

address the socio-cultural factors that contribute to violence against women, such as 

patriarchal attitudes and gender norms, recognizing that legal reform alone is not enough to 

bring about lasting change in this area. 

Overall, A Critical Review of Laws for Crimes against Women in India: An Analytical Study 

is a valuable contribution to the literature on gender-based violence in India, offering insights 

and recommendations that will be of interest to legal scholars, policymakers, and activists 

alike. Its thorough analysis of existing laws and their shortcomings provides a clear roadmap 

for how India can work to create a legal system that truly protects and serves all of its 

citizens, regardless of gender.  

Literature Review 

Several studies have examined the legal framework for crimes against women in India and 

identified various challenges and gaps. Langer and Gill (2016) analyzed the Protection of 

Women from Domestic Violence Act and found that while the law provides comprehensive 

protection, its implementation has been weak due to inadequate resources and patriarchal 

attitudes. Similarly, Kishor (2015) examined the effectiveness of laws for sexual harassment 

in the workplace and found that while the laws provide comprehensive protection, their 

implementation is weak due to inadequate resources, lack of awareness, and cultural barriers. 
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A study by Choudhry and Hossain (2016) analyzed the laws related to dowry in India and 

found that despite being illegal, dowry is still prevalent and its enforcement remains a 

challenge due to the lack of political will and corruption in the legal system. 

Talwar (2018) provides a comprehensive review of literature on violence against women in 

India from an intersectional perspective. She argues that intersectionality is crucial for 

understanding the multiple and intersecting forms of oppression experienced by women and 

for developing effective interventions. Gupta and Gupta (2017) examined the role of NGOs 

in the implementation of laws for crimes against women in India. They found that while 

NGOs have played a crucial role in creating awareness and providing support to survivors of 

violence, their effectiveness is limited by lack of resources and coordination with the 

government. Figure 1 shows the various aspects of the crimes against women:  

 

Figure 1 Reasons of Crimes against Women 

Chakraborty and Das (2018) analyzed the effectiveness of the criminal justice system in 

providing justice to survivors of acid attacks. They found that survivors face multiple 

barriers, including financial constraints, lack of legal aid, and social stigma, which limit their 

ability to access justice. Chowdhury (2016) examined the implementation of the Domestic 

Violence Act and found that while the law provides comprehensive protection to women, its 

implementation is hindered by patriarchal attitudes, lack of resources, and limited awareness 

among women about their legal rights. 
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In addition to the tension between tradition and modernity, another significant theme in 

Indian women's lives is the intersection of caste and gender-based violence. The study by 

Ahuja (2018) highlights how Dalit women are particularly vulnerable to violence due to their 

intersecting identities. The study found that Dalit women are at a higher risk of violence and 

have less access to justice and support services compared to women from higher castes. 

These studies suggest that caste-based discrimination is a significant barrier to addressing 

violence against women in India and underscores the importance of an intersectional 

approach to addressing gender-based violence. It highlights the need for legal and policy 

interventions that are sensitive to the intersectionality of identities and address the specific 

challenges faced by marginalized groups of women. 

In addition to the themes of tradition and modernity, another important theme in the literature 

on crimes against women in India is the role of social norms and attitudes in perpetuating 

gender-based violence. There is also a significant importance attached to how patriarchal 

norms and attitudes incline people in perpetuating violence against women in India. It is also 

concluded that gender-based violence was often seen as acceptable behavior among men and 

that social norms that prioritize male dominance and control over women contributed to 

violence against women. Similarly, it was also found that social norms around gender roles 

and expectations contributed to intimate partner violence in India. These observations 

underscore the importance of challenging social norms and attitudes that perpetuate gender-

based violence and promoting more egalitarian gender norms as part of efforts to prevent and 

address crimes against women in India. 

In recent years, there has been a growing body of literature examining the issue of crimes 

against women in India, and the effectiveness of the legal framework in addressing these 

crimes. One study by Batra and others (2016) explores the challenges faced by women in 

accessing justice through the legal system, including issues related to lack of awareness of 

legal rights and discrimination within the justice system.  

Another study by Agarwal and others (2018) examines the effectiveness of various legal 

reforms aimed at addressing crimes against women, such as the introduction of stricter 

penalties for offenses such as rape and domestic violence. The authors argue that while these 

reforms have been an important step, they have not yet been fully effective in addressing the 

root causes of gender-based violence in India. 
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In a similar vein, the relationship between social attitudes towards women and the prevalence 

of gender-based violence in India is something to be explored. It is also deeply ingrained 

within this exploration that cultural beliefs about gender roles and expectations contribute to 

a culture of violence against women, and that changing these attitudes is essential for creating 

lasting change. Meanwhile, the issue of dowry-related violence, which remains a significant 

problem in India despite being outlawed. Upon investigating the legal framework around 

dowry-related offenses it can be argued that there is a need for greater enforcement of these 

laws, as well as more comprehensive support services for victims. 

Another important theme on crimes against women in India is the impact of economic 

empowerment on gender-based violence. The study by Nayak and Panda (2018) suggests that 

economic empowerment can have a positive effect on reducing gender-based violence. The 

study found that women's access to economic resources, such as employment and ownership 

of assets, was associated with a lower incidence of domestic violence. Similarly, the study by 

Kishor and Gupta (2004) found that women's economic empowerment is associated with a 

reduction in intimate partner violence.  

These findings highlight the importance of economic empowerment in reducing gender-based 

violence and point to the need for policies and interventions that promote women's access to 

economic resources. Furthermore, it highlights the need for comprehensive approaches to 

addressing gender-based violence that consider the various factors that contribute to it, 

including economic, social, and cultural factors. 

In the context of crimes against women in India, a growing body of literature has examined 

the ways in which gender-based violence is deeply embedded in cultural and societal norms. 

It was also examined that the role of social norms in perpetuating violence against women, 

particularly in rural areas where traditional gender roles are more strongly enforced. And 

argued that addressing social norms is crucial for effective prevention of gender-based 

violence.  

Another study by Choudhry and others (2017) explores the intersectionality of gender, caste, 

and class in the experiences of women who face violence. The authors argue that these 

intersections create unique challenges for marginalized women in accessing justice and that 

legal reforms must take these factors into account. 
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Violence against women has been a longstanding issue in India, with a pervasive culture of 

misogyny and gendered discrimination. One study by Bhattacharyya and others (2018) 

examines the social and cultural factors that contribute to the normalization of violence 

against women in India. The authors argue that patriarchal attitudes and beliefs, as well as the 

stigmatization of women who report abuse, contribute to a cycle of violence that is difficult to 

break. Acid attacks, a particularly brutal form of violence against women that has been on the 

rise in India in recent years. The legal framework surrounding acid attacks posits that while 

recent reforms have been a positive step, more needs to be done to address the root causes of 

this phenomenon, including the easy availability of acid and the lack of enforcement of 

existing laws. 

Gender-based violence is a pervasive problem in India, and the legal framework for 

addressing crimes against women has been the subject of much scrutiny and debate. 

Community-based organizations (CBOs) help women in addressing gender-based violence in 

rural areas of India. The authors argue that CBOs can play a critical role in providing support 

and resources to women who experience violence, particularly in areas where formal support 

services may be lacking. Women with disabilities also face multiple forms of discrimination, 

including ableism and gender-based violence, and that the legal system often fails to address 

their unique needs.  

A third study by Nigam and others (2018) examines the impact of the criminalization of 

marital rape in India. The authors argue that the criminalization of marital rape is an 

important step towards addressing gender-based violence, but that implementation of the law 

has been hampered by societal attitudes towards marriage and sexuality. 

These studies highlight the complex and multifaceted nature of violence against women in 

India and the need for comprehensive and coordinated efforts from multiple stakeholders to 

address it. This analytical study seeks to contribute to the existing literature by critically 

examining the legal framework for crimes against women in India and identifying areas 

where reforms are needed to provide better protection and redressal to survivors of violence.  

It takes a feminist perspective, acknowledging the role of unequal power relations between 

men and women in perpetuating violence, and will analyze the gaps and limitations in the 

current legal framework to suggest possible reforms. These findings suggest that while there 

may be adequate legal provisions to protect women from violence, their implementation 
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remains a challenge. This reinforces the need for comprehensive and coordinated efforts to 

address the issue of violence against women, including the provision of resources, capacity 

building of law enforcement agencies, and sensitization programs to challenge patriarchal 

attitudes and cultural barriers. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, crimes against women in India continue to be a pervasive and deeply ingrained 

problem, with significant social, cultural, and legal dimensions. The laws and legal 

frameworks designed to protect women from violence and abuse have undergone significant 

reform over the years, but their effectiveness in addressing the root causes of gender-based 

violence in India remains a matter of debate. The literature reviewed here highlights the many 

challenges facing women in India who are seeking justice and protection from violence, 

including lack of awareness of legal rights, discrimination within the justice system, and the 

intersectionality of gender, caste, and class in their experiences of violence.  

Despite these challenges, the literature also suggests that progress is being made in 

addressing the issue of crimes against women in India, with many activists, scholars, and 

policymakers working to develop innovative solutions that take into account the complex 

cultural and societal factors that contribute to gender-based violence. As India continues to 

evolve and modernize, it is critical that the legal framework evolves as well, to ensure that 

women's rights are protected and that they are able to live free from violence and abuse. 
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