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ABSTRACT:German philosopher Immanuel Kant was a critical philosopher. According to 

him man is rational animal. Man has the power of intellect, that is why they can judge a thing 

as a right or wrong. If we discuss the nature of men, then  we can find the two aspects of men, 

i.e., rationality and animality; and rationality is higher than animality. According to Kant, 

emotion has no place in moral life and he denies all kinds of senisibilities, feelings. He wants 

to cultivate  the life of of pure reason in which consists the moral life.He has distinguished 

between „pure reason‟ and „practical reason‟. Conscience as the practical reason, which 

imposes the moral law upon itself. The rightness or wrongness of actions is inferred from 

their agreement or disagreement with the moral law.But Gita does not say to avoid all kinds 

of emotions. According to Gita honest instincts, such as kindness, love, compassion, love, 

forgiveness, compassion, etc., not to be discarded. 
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1. OBJECTIVE:   

 

The main purpose of my paper is to show the comparison between ethics of Kant and the 

ethics of Gita. 

 

2. METHODOLOGY: 

 

The study involves the analytical method of on the basis of secondary sources which contains 

the related books and journals, Pdf files (e-reprints) downloaded from the websites. It is the 

concept based analytical methodology is applied for study. 

 

3. INTRODUCTION: 

 

The ethics of Srimad-Bhagavatam Gita is based on spirituality.  In the Gita, Lord Krishna has 

tried to teach the whole human race about karma and niskama karma by teaching Arjuna.  

The strictness or morality of the Gita is to be practiced for the benefit of the people by 

devoting oneself to the religion according to one's nature without leaving the world.  The 

ethics of the Gita is the ultimate welfareism of the being or the universal perfectionism.  In 

this Absolute welfareism, the proper development of all the human organs is provided.  In the 

midst of such holistic development, the ideal of attaining the ultimate dignity or ultimate 

welfare of human beings has been formulated.  Combining the Gita's Absolute welfarism 

with knowledge and practical devotion, it is incarnated as a wonderfully integrated ethic.  The 

Gita is a wonderful combination of different moral decisions and it is a perfect combination 

of contradictory theories for the time being and a moral theory based on the philosophy of 

absolute life. The Vedas, the Gita and the Upanishads are the path of human life.  By 

following the path of Gita and performing one's duty (swadharma) in the world, one can 

attain immense happiness and bliss. 
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4. RESULT AND DISCUSSION: 

 

4.1. Rationalism or Asceticism:  

Human beings are endowed with intellect.  The ideal of human life is to conquer the 

animality by intellect.  The doctrine which is considered to be the ideal life after the win of 

the senses and the conduct of the pure intellect is called 'rationalism' or 'austerity'. The ideal 

life is to follow the instructions of the intellect by eliminating or conquering the animality. 

The work that helps a person to achieve this ideal life should be done and the work which is 

an obstacle in the way of gaining an ideal life should not be done. According to Kant, „Duty 

for duty‟s sake‟ should be the ideal of human life and this ideology should be followed 

instead of the ideal of Happiness.  This doctrine is also called rigorism. This is because hard 

duty path is to be followed here.  The word rigorism is derived from the Latin word rigor or 

rigore, meaning strong or hard. In this doctrine, biological instincts, sensory ideals are 

considered as obstacles in the way of life. The intellect is the only guide to the ideal life, there 

is no contribution of feeling.  Therefore, human life needs to be completely controlled by the 

intellect.  Asceticism has spread in different ways at different times, in different countries.  In 

ancient Greece, in the doctrines of the Cynic and the Stoics, there was anexpression of 

asceticism in medieval Christianity. The philosophical theory of this doctrine is explained in 

the Gita of ancient India.  In modern times, the German philosopher Immanuel Kant's theory 

of principle is one of the best explanations for Asceticism. According to the Cynic, the goal 

of human life is to be indifferent to happiness and sorrow, to be indifferent in all stages of life 

and not to be a slave to instinct. Greek philosophers such as Antisthenes and Diogenes were 

notable patrons of this doctrine. According to the Cynic, virtue is the ultimate goal of 

life.Virtue or honesty is the excellence of character, the predominance of intellect over 

emotion, the predominance of human beings over the environment. The standard of Cynic 

morality is completely negative.It is the absence of all kinds of desires, the liberation from all 

kinds of deprivation, the freedom from all kinds of possessions.  According to them, moral 

life is a life of pure rational - a life of intellect, a life of austerity and self-purification. The 

ideology of the Cynic is apathy towards richness, disregard for public opinion and hatred 

towards society. There is no need for sensual pleasures for pleasure and happiness, for which 

the observance of righteousness is sufficient.  This doctrine completely eliminates pleasure or 

happiness from morality. It should be desirable for a person to live an independent life 

without being addicted to anything more than necessary for the sake of living, indifferent to 

happiness and sorrow.  The Stoics also abandon sense pleasures and call the life led by the 

intellect is the ideal life.  The austerity of the stocks is somewhat weaker than the austerity of 

the Cynic.Zeno is a famous Stoic philosopher of ancient Greece.  According to them, the 

happiness that can be gained by being guided by blind instincts, disturbs the human being. 

Therefore, in order to make life peaceful, stable and happy, one has to proceed with the 

wisdom of deliberate rationality.  To live an intelligent life - one does not need to leave 

society.  It is the duty of a human being to abide by the rules and regulations of the society 

and it is through such duties that one can attain his moral guidance.  The Cynic have spread 

pessimism by calling everyone in the world miserable and abandoning them.  The Stoics have 

called everyone in the world sad, but they are still optimistic.  According to Stoics, the world 

is getting better and worse. Stoics, like the Cynic do not seek refuge in solitary confinement, 

but live in harmony with the rest of society.  Among the medieval Christianity, austerity 

seems to have spread.  In Christianity, purity of mind is more important than the sanctity of 

outward behavior.  Purity of heart, purity of will is the desire of all Christians.  The divine 

life of Jesus Christ is the ideal life.  The Christian life is the spiritual life, the identity of the 

life in which Jesus Christ is crucified.  Jesus Christ, of course, did not say that human beings 

should be deprived of their natural happiness.  But his simple, unpretentious, pious, liberal 
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life and his self-discipline, self-sacrifice have left a deep impression on Christianity.  The life 

of the senses is not harmful.  However, if the senses become an obstacle in the way of the 

manifestation of the soul, then the human soul must be saved by destroying the life of the 

senses.  According to them, even if emotions are not eliminated altogether, emotions must be 

controlled by the intellect.  According to Christians, there is always a conflict between body 

and soul. Without the dominion of the soul over the body, real human life cannot be lived.  In 

Christianity it is called 'Die to live'.  This means that only after the death of the body can the 

soul be revived, that is, the physical desires, pleasures, luxuries, etc., can be destroyed, the 

soul is awakened and such life can be called real life.  In the Bhagavad Gita of India, selfless 

deeds (Niskama Karma) are said to be the ideal of human life.  The senses should be 

controlled and the desires should be avoided and the duties should be carried out 

unobtrusively.  The strictness of the Gita is based on strict instruction to practice one's 

religion without expecting any consequences.  The Gita's motto is to work tirelessly and offer 

the results to God.  Man can become stable if he can live a life of happiness and sorrow by 

eliminating low attitudes like work, anger, arrogance, hatred, cruelty etc.  So the strictness of 

the Gita is not sense oppression, sense restraint.  The Gita's austerity or moral ideal is to 

pursue the common good by sacrificing one's self-righteous devotion to God without leaving 

the world.  

4.2. Niskamakarmayoga: 

 The Gita is the main scripture of Hinduism.  The book is thought to have been written for the 

benefit of the entire human race.  Gita is KarmayogaShastra.  In this karmic life we cannot 

remain idle even for a moment, that is karma is the religion of man.  It is the duty of man to 

control his senses by the mind and to act without addiction.  According to the ancient Hindu 

system, human beings were divided into four categories based on Quality (Guna) and Action 

(Karma). The four castes or classes are Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishyas and Shudras.  

Specific actions are assigned to each of these characters.  Characters are divided according to 

the predominance of Sattvika, Rajasika and Tamasika.  The predominant people are 

Brahmins and their religion is study, teaching etc.  Kshatriyas are the most important people 

in the state and their main duties are patience, efficiency, warfare, charity, protection of state 

borders, bravery etc. Vaishyas and their main occupations are agriculture, trade, cattle, etc. 

Lastly, Shudras are the worker caste.  If a person is born in the Shudra clan and performs the 

activities of a Brahmin, then that person can be promoted to the Brahmin clan on the basis of 

merit and deeds.  This means that the caste system was based on quality and action, not 

hereditary.  “What kind of work should a person do?”  From the point of view of this 

question, karma is divided into two parts - (a) Sakama karma and (b) Niskama karma. When 

a person performs an act for the sake of his own self-interest or with desire, that action is 

called Sakama karma.  In other words, in order to fulfill one's desires, one becomes addicted 

in the hope of getting results.  According to the Gita, it is this karmic action that creates the 

bonds of the living world.  If you want to enjoy the fruits of your action, then you have to be 

bound by the cycle of the world and this is the bond of work (bandhana).  The Gita is not 

biased towards Sakama deeds.  The true nature of man is his soul.  The human being is 

created by the union of nature with the soul, and the soul cannot be liberated as long as nature 

is attached to the soul.  Giving too much importance to selfless deeds can submerge the bonds 

of the soul.  Selfless action is the act of abandoning personal interests, being driven by 

intellect, and not addictive, for the sake of public service or public welfare.  The main theme 

of the Gita's work is:  People have to work;  This means that no one can stay a moment 

without work.  According to the rights of the living being, the desire for fruit should be 

eliminated while doing the work, but one should not give up the work just because there is no 

fruitful desire.  Because, it is better to work than to quit. Karmayogi (who perform action) 

should always keep in mind the same thing - surrender all one's deeds to God, renounce 
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greed, relinquish authority. The work of the Gita is Niskama Karma and this NiskamaKarma 

is the moral ideal of the Gita.  In order to be a selfless worker, one has to be equally 

intelligent. Knowledge of how an equally intelligent doer can be above liberation from the 

bondage of karma no matter how he works, and the action above such karmabandhana is 

called niskama karma.  This intellectualityis called yoga in Yoga.  If the intellect of a doer is 

stable, pure, equal and unaffected, then no matter what the result of the deed, the doer is not 

the doer of the fruit, i.e. the sin of the deed cannot touch the doer. "Consequently, the intellect 

is superior" - that is why the intellect is given the best place in the Gita. When the senses are 

connected with the subject, various forms and perceptions arise in the mind.  As a result, 

alternatives such as what is good, what is bad, what is acceptable, what is unacceptable come 

to mind, then the intellect decides which is good or bad is judge by intellect. This kind of 

ethics of the Gita's work bears a striking resemblance to the deontological ethics of Kant of 

Western philosophy.  Because, in this case, Kant has given priority to the intellect.  

According to monasticism, karma is the root cause of bondage.  Therefore, salvation of soul 

is not possible unless it is abandon action. On the contrary, the Gita says that lust, the 

attachment to fruit, is the cause of bondage, not the karma is the cause of bondage.  The work 

that a person does is bound to him and as a result transmigration begins.  If it is not possible 

to enjoy the fruits of our deeds in the present life, then a future life is required for it.  This 

birth cycle continues until salvation.  According to the Gita, ending this birth cycle is not an 

easy task.The main way to accomplish this is to work hard.  This reincarnation of the Gita 

bears a striking resemblance to the reincarnation of the Buddha in Indian philosophy. 

Niskama karma is the fruit of karma.  Because selfless deeds do not produce any fruit.  As a 

result, we have no need for reincarnation or future life. The main purpose of the Gita is to 

pave the way for salvation.  There are three ways to attain salvation- Karmayoga (the way of 

action), Bhakti Yoga (the way of devotion) and Jnana Yoga (the way of knowledge).  There is 

a combination of knowledge, devotion and action in the Gita's karmyoga or nishkam karma. 

According to the Gita, the purpose of niskama karma is achieved through knowledge and 

bhakti, that is, by combining knowledge and bhakti, the path to niskama karma becomes 

easier. It is said in the Gita that by surrendering all the karma to the feet of God, knowing that 

all karma is karma by God, karma done with a sense of duty is niskama karma. Without the 

self-realization of the soul, equality does not arise, and consequently, ego does not disappear.  

With the attainment of self-knowledge, ego-knowledge can be removed and Brahma-

knowledge can be attained. According to the Gita, salvation is attained by giving up the 

pursuit of desire for fruit and acting with God-directed intellect. But action is essential. When 

the self-realization of the soul arises, then the ego of 'me', 'mine' etc. disappears. As long as 

the soul has ego; until then, he will not be able to perform selfless deeds. When this ego-

knowledge is destroyed, the knowledge will arise in the mind of the living being that karma is 

not his, karma is the karma of God, only for the sake of the living being.   

 

5. CONCLUSION:      

 

If we compare the ethics of Gita and the ethics of Kant, the we can see that, according to 

Kant, emotion has no place in moral life.  It is a moral duty to judge these good and bad by 

completely eradicating them from the mind and entering the world of pure thought.  There is 

no moral value in doing something out of emotion.  But the Gita does not say to avoid all 

kinds of emotions.  It refers to the elimination of inferior instincts, such as lust, anger, greed, 

lust, arrogance, hatred, etc.  The Gita emphasizes the importance of honest instincts, such as 

kindness, love, compassion, love, forgiveness, compassion, etc., not to be discarded.  

Knowledge, deeds, devotion are embedded in the Gita's ideals. There is no mention of 

devotion in Kant's ethics. The two doctrines are compatible about the consequences of 
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actions, as both advise to abstain.Kant's ethics is deontological, Gita's ethics is teleological. 

According to the Gita, the only way to attain God is through virtue and social welfare.The 

ethics of the Gita are universal and the ethics of Kant are person-centered. 
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